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1999 Infiniti I30, Part 1 


by Michael Hyde 


1. The 1999 Infiniti I30 is the brother-sister to the 1999 Nissan Maxima. 
This was the first year for the I30 and the Maxima with a transponder 
system. This years models were unique. They are the only ones in the U.S. 
that have a transponder system with the now defunct 8-cut keyway (X123 
style). The factory keys can be cloned using a JET ETD-1 transponder 
machine. I have an Ilco RW2 but it does not clone this key correctly. 
Maybe it needs an update or something. 
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2. Opening this car is a piece of cake. I used 
a tool called the “Caddy Killer” or “Under 
the Window” tool. Gently insert your wedge 
and then insert the tool in at the most 
forward point on the door. 


3. Wiggle the tool into position and flip over the inside locking button to unlock. 


Opening: 
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4. Make sure 
when you use 
your opening tool 
that you have a 
plastic or rubber 
tip on the tool. 
This way you 
won’t scratch the 
material on the 
door panel as you 
make your way 
down to the inside 
locking button. 


5. Before 
servicing the 
ignition lock you 
should always 
disconnect the 
negative side of 
the battery. 


Ignition Lock: 
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6. The ignition 
lock cylinder plug 
as with almost all 
Nissans and 
Infiniti’s is held 
into the lock 
housing with solid 
roll pins. The 
steering column 
shroud is a plastic 
2-piece style. 


7. The ignition has 
the transponder 
induction coil 
(antenna ring) that 
encircles it. 
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9. Since a couple of the 
shroud screws are out of 
reach it will be necessary 
to remove the lower 
plastic dash trim panel. 
Two trim screws hold it in. 


8. You will need to remove all 
the screws on the bottom side of 
the shroud. 
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10. Once the trim 
screws are 
removed you can 
then unsnap the 
trim panel. 


11. The lower 
metal panel must 
also be removed. 
There are two 
10mm bolts to 
remove. 


National Locksmith Automobile Association 
Issue No.37 • 7 


13. The lower 
section of the 
shroud can be 
removed. 


12. The upper 
section of the 
plastic shroud will 
unsnap after the 
screws are 
removed. 
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14. The ignition 
lock assembly is 
secured with 2 
shear-head bolts. 
These are easy to 
remove by means 
of a couple 
different methods. 
One of the most 
common methods 
is to Dremel a 
groove in the head 
of the bolts and 
unscrew them. 
Another is to use a 
scratch Awl and by 
tapping on the 
outside edge of the 
bolt counter- 
clockwise. It will 
also loosen the bolt. 


15. There are 2 
screws that hold the 
electrical connector 
to the rear of the 
lock housing. 
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16. The ignition 
lock face cap is 
secured with 2 
opposing solid roll 
pins that must be 
removed to 
release the 
ignition lock 
cylinder plug. 


17. Drill into the 
lock housing 
approx 1/4” 
directly next to 
the roll pin with a 
7/16” or smaller 
drill bit. Make sure 
you are slightly 
drilling right up 
against the roll 
pin. This will 
ensure the roll pin 
coming out easily. 
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19. Here are the 
contents of the 
ignition cylinder, 
the cylinder plug 
and buzzer lever 
with lever spring 
and ball bearing 
with matching 
“fly away” spring. 
There is also a 
white plastic 
actuator on the 
bottom of the 
lock cylinder. 


18. Once the roll 
pins are removed, 
the face cap for 
the housing will 
slide off. When 
removing the 
cylinder itself 
there is a small 
spring that can 
easily be lost 
forever. This 
spring is found on 
all Nissan style 
locks of this type. 
It wants to leap 
out the locks as 
soon as it gets 
the chance. 
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20. There are 2 
small metal 
actuators on each 
side of the 
cylinder plug 
itself. These small 
parts usually fall 
out during the re- 
keying of the 
cylinder plug. 
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21. The trunk lock 
cylinder is easy to 
remove. It is not 
necessary to 
remove the 
taillight assembly. 


22. The inside of the trunk lid has a cloth/plastic 
material liner that is secured by plastic push-in 
style clips. Remove the clips and the trunk lock 
can easily be accessed. 


Trunk Lock: 
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23. There are two 
10mm bolts that 
secure the trunk 
lock cylinder. 


24. The trunk lock 
cylinder removed 
from the car. 
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26. The rear of the 
lock cylinder has 
an electronic 
connector on the 
backside. You can 
leave it on or 
remove it if it gets 
in your way. 


25. The tailpiece 
is held on with a 
“C” clip. 
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27. The face cap is easily removed and 
must be re-used. 


28. The trunk lock disassembled. 


29. The trunk lock cylinder has all eight 
tumblers in it. 
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30. The glove box door has 
a locking cylinder in it. 


Glove Box Lock: 


31. The lock handle assembly can 
be easily removed by taking out 
the 2 screws that secure it to the 
glove box door. 
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32. There is a small opening to 
reach in with a pick and push 
down the retaining tumbler to 
slide out the cylinder plug. 


33. The glove box cylinder plug 
contains 4 combination tumblers in 
positions 5 through 8. 


In the next installment we conclude with the 
door lock and programming procedures. 


